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illiterate, and the lectures proved highly popular.
The Government, however, had now taken over
the direction of these enterprises, and Florence
was free to sail back to England.
The Sultan of Egypt, anxious to show his
appreciation, presented her \vith a diamond
bracelet for herself, and a monetary gift to be
divided among the nurses and hospitals, and,
with Queen Victoria's permission, Florence ac-
cepted the gifts before she set out on her home-
ward journey. The Government wanted to put a
man-o*-war at the disposal of the popular heroine.,
but she preferred to sail quietly with Aunt Mai as
an ordinary passenger. She reached England on
August 5th, having travelled under the name of
Miss Smith to escape attention. The newspapers,
eager to report the arrival of England's idola tried
zealously to trace her, but, although there had
been many representations of Florence, she
passed unnoticed. Even her family was ignorant
of her movements, and she arrived at Lea Hurst
unannounced.
The labours of the Crimea had undermined her
constitution, and for the rest of her life she was to
be a semi-hrvrdkL Her heart was strained, her
DCTVOUS system had received a severe shock, and a
few months after returning to England she was
rarely able to leave her room* Her illness did not
mean the aid of her work. She had found her
genius as an organiser and reformer, and far
nearly half a century was to be one of the
influential and busy women in England.